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From Good Causes to Root Causes
A Toolkit on Poverty for Community Foundations


Poverty Scan Worksheet
	
	Our Community
	Canada
(2001 and 2005 Census data)

	Total population
	
	32.6 million (2006)

	Median family income
	
	$60,600 (2005)

	Minimum wage

- per hour

- annualized
	
	Ranges provincially from $7.25 to $8.37/hr (2007). In 2005, $10/hr would have been required to meet the LICO poverty line of $20,778

	Unemployment rate
	
	In 2006: 6.3% -- the lowest level in a generation

	Poverty rate
	
	Has stayed virtually the same for 30 years –hovering above 20% using LICO

	

	Groups with Particularly High Poverty Rates (2001 Census figures, CCSD)

	
	Our Community
	Canada

	Lone-parent families with children under 18
	
	Poverty rate: 44%

	Recent immigrants
	
	Poverty rate: 43%

	Unattached individuals
	
	Poverty rate: 38%

	Aboriginal population
	
	Poverty rate: 34%

	Visible minorities
	
	Poverty rate: 28%

	People with disabilities
	
	Poverty rate: 23%

	Children under 6
	
	Poverty rate: 21%

	Other groups
	
	


	Other Dimensions of Poverty in Our Community

	Food bank usage
	

	Homelessness
	

	Literacy rate
	

	Teen pregnancy rate
	

	Housing: rent/own ratio
	

	Housing: vacancy rate
	

	Housing: social housing waiting list
	

	Other indicators
	


