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NHL Superstar Mike Richards hosts Hockey Camp and gifts proceeds to Community Foundation

Kenora – August 11, 2008 Kenora’s own hockey superstar will be lacing up his skates this week with one hundred and fifteen aspiring hockey stars. For the third year in a row, his hockey camp, which is partnered with Hockey Canada and operates out of the Keewatin Arena in Kenora, is sold out.  Youngsters aged 5 to 12 will have the opportunity to improve their hockey skills, while skating alongside their hometown hero.  Mike Richards is giving the proceeds from his camp to establish a permanent endowment fund at the Kenora and Lake of the Woods Regional Community Foundation.  Income from the fund will benefit the community forever.  Mike’s gift to the community goes beyond the creation of the endowment fund; he is donating his time and skills to the camp free of charge. 

Mike Richards is a young player and so far, his career has been brilliant.  He has won a Memorial Cup, a gold medal at the World Juniors and has just completed his third season as a star centre with the Philadelphia Flyers.  In addition, earlier this year, he was the recipient of the Gene Hart Trophy (Best Rapport with Fans) and the Bobby Clarke Trophy for the most valuable player.  Supporting his community is something Richards cares about deeply.  “There were a lot of people here who helped me out over the years.  From the coaches I had, to the people who ran the arenas and those who took care of the outdoor rinks- all those people helped make it possible for me to get to this level.  Having the opportunity to give something back is great,” he says.

In addition to daily ice time, campers also participate in outdoor activities such as baseball and soccer as well as leadership presentations on drug awareness and other related topics. The large amount of time that Mike spends on the ice with the kids surprised many “The youngsters are completely thrilled to be able to skate with their hockey hero,” said the camp’s head instructor, Barry Reynard.  

Through the establishment of endowment funds like Mike Richards’, the Kenora and Lake of the Woods Regional Community Foundation has used the investment income to provide $333,000 in grants to over forty different local charitable organizations that enhance the quality of life in our region.   This support will continue in perpetuity; Building Forever Together
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