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Foundation Directed Initiatives to 
provide $1 million to charitable 
programs in our community 
 

(October 5, 2007 – Edmonton)  

 

The Edmonton Community Foundation has developed a new vision for helping to 

meet the needs of the charitable sector in Edmonton.  Foundation Directed 

Initiatives (FDIs) are an innovative approach to funding that will support both new 

and existing long-term, high priority charitable projects in our community.   

 

“Over the next few weeks 14 FDI grants with a total value in excess of $1 million 

will be issued to selected charitable organizations in our community.  This initial 

investment will be followed by additional grants that will provide stable and 

predictable funding for at least three years,” says Foundation CEO, Martin Garber-

Conrad.  “Each of these organizations has a reputation of exemplary program 

delivery.  This new approach to funding ensures that they can focus on the work at 

hand without having to jump over the same funding hurdles each year.  With FDIs 

we are reaching out to the community and saying that we acknowledge the value of 

these programs and want to invest in them.” 
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“The Foundation also will look to leverage FDI investments with funds from other 

sources in order to enhance sustainability for the sector and positive outcomes for the 

community.” 

 

The Foundation will not discontinue its regular granting that takes place in response to 

applications from charities in the community.  “We’re still eager to receive solid 

applications for innovative projects from charities in our several areas of interest,” says 

Garber-Conrad.  Community Grants Program disbursements and donor-advised grants 

totaled more than $10 million in 2006.   

 

“FDIs will simply allow us to strengthen collaboration with key charitable stakeholders 

and work toward solutions to Edmonton’s most urgent challenges through appropriate, 

dependable funding,” says Garber-Conrad.  
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For more information contact: 

 

Martin Garber-Conrad, Chief Executive Officer 

426-0015 ext. 115 

 

 


