Class Action Settlement Contributes $7,785.89 to
Two Local Charities for Transportation-related Grants
Courts ask community foundations to distribute proceeds 
 
Saint John, NB, Dec 9, 2008 –The Greater Saint John Community Foundation is distributing $7,785.89 to two local charities as part of the latest settlement in a longstanding class action lawsuit involving manufacturers of a rubber product known as EPDM (Ethylene Propylene Diene Monomer).
 

The settlement stems from a price fixing case that resulted in Canadian manufacturers paying more for EPDM, which is used in products like automotive weather-stripping, garden and appliance hose and electrical insulation. Several community foundations across Canada have been asked to participate in the opportunity resulting from this class action suit.

 

The two successful grants, from a group of eight applicants, related to meeting transportation needs in our community, which formed the criteria for consideration, are:  
 
VON (Victorian Order of Nurses) Saint John                                         $ 5,785.89

The Healthy Baby & Me Project involves support to attend a prenatal educational program offered to young pregnant women under the age of twenty-four.  As a low-income, high-risk population in Saint John, they face the challenge of accessing transportation to sessions.  

 

KV3C (Kennebecasis Valley Community Capacity Children Inc.)          $ 2,000

KV3C provides early learning strategies/ opportunities for young children’s development (0 to age 5) regardless of neighbourhood or economics. The grant will provide a subsidy for many families who wish to attend the KV neighbourhood programs but do not have a way to get there.

 

“Community foundations have now distributed more than $1.2 million to charities from coast to coast from various class action settlements”, said Monica Patten, President and Chief Executive Officer, Community Foundations of Canada. “We’re pleased to see dollars making their way back into communities and are happy to assist the courts in whatever way we can.” Community Foundations of Canada (CFC) is the national membership organization for 164 community foundations, one of Canada’s largest grantmaking groups.

 

The Greater Saint John Community Foundation serves as a trustee for charitable, educational and cultural purposes. It administers funds given by public-spirited individuals for the benefit of the people of this area. Applications from local registered charities are received twice yearly, April 15th and September 30th. It granted over $245,000 in 2008.
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